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E.O. 11652:GDS 
TAGS: MARR, NATO, IT 

SUBJECT: U.S. NAVAL FORCES IN THE MEDITERRANEAN 

REF: (A) USNATO 3742; (B) USNATO 3752; (C) ROME 8083 

1. WE SHARE YOUR CONCERN THAT ITALIAN FOCUS ON NAVAL SITU- 
ATION IN THE MEDITERRANEAN COULD DISTRACT NATO FROM MORE 
IMPORTANT ISSUES. OUR SHORT-TERM OBJECTIVE WILL BE TO 
KEEP THIS MATTER OFF THE DPC AGENDA EXCEPT IN THE CONTEXT 
OF THE NORMAL PROCESS OF EXAMINING THE REPLIES TO THE 
QUESTIONNAIRE FOR THE 1973 DEFENSE PLANNING REVIEW. 
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2. WE HAVE AS YET HEARD NOTHING FROM THE ITALIANS IN 
WASHINGTON ON THIS SUBJECT. IN VIEW OF REPORT CONTAINED 
IN ROME'S 8083, WE BELIEVE IT WOULD BE PREFERABLE TO LET 
EMBASSY ROME SORT OUT GOI POSITION ON THIS QUESTION BEFORE 
INITIATING ANY MILITARY -TO-MILITARY CONSULTATIONS, WHICH 
COULD TAKE PLACE IN ROME IF THAT APPEARS DESIRABLE. PEND- 
ING CLARIFICATION. AND ASSUMING ITALIANS DO NOT RAISE ISSUE 
HERE, WE PREFER TO KEEP DISCUSSIONS IN BRUSSELS UNTIL WE 
RECEIVE RECOMMENDATIONS FROM ROME PROMISED REFTEL. ROGERS 
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